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GHOSTLAND AMERICA
JAMES CALEMINE IS TRULY A RENAISSANCE MAN FROM GEORGIA, WITH A TRACK 
RECORD OF ESSAYS, INTERVIEWS AND HIS SIGNATURE DISPATCHES FEATURED IN 
THE BITTER SOUTHERNER, GEORGIA TREND, AND MANY OTHER PUBLICATIONS AS 
WELL AS PHOTOGRAPHY WORK FOR BBC/AMERICA. GROWING UP ON THE GEORGIA 
COAST, CALEMINE DECIDED AT THE AGE OF 15 THAT HE WAS GOING TO BECOME 
THE NEXT ERNEST HEMINGWAY. HE STARTED OUT IN JOURNALISM, BUT THIS 
TRAJECTORY CHANGED WHEN SNAKE NATION PRESS, THE OLDEST INDEPENDENT 
BOOK PUBLISHER IN GEORGIA, ASKED HIM TO WRITE A BOOK OF INTERVIEWS 
WITH THE LIKES OF WRITER PAUL HEMPHILL. FAST FORWARD TO TODAY AND HE IS 
LAUNCHING HIS FIFTH BOOK, GHOSTLAND AMERICA: STORIES AND PHOTOGRAPHS.
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READ  S O U T H

t was an article that stated that the average person’s 
attention span was eight seconds that prompted writer 
James Calemine to alter the trajectory of his fifth book, 
Ghostland America: Stories and Photographs from being 
just prose, to being a collection of stories and photo-
graphs. “My biggest challenge was having to pick only 
100 photographs,” said Calemine.

However, Calemine rose to the challenge and after 
spreading out over 1,000 photos to be sorted, he began with 
the top ten photos, then the top twenty, until he was able to 
finalize the 100 photos. “There are a few of the photographs 
that might not match up to what they tell you in photography 
school, but this book is more about invoking feelings that it is 
about perfect photos.”

Calemine goes on to explain that there was no real message 
to the book, other than to encourage people to enjoy the rustic 
beauty of the historic South. “I did not want this book to have 
ties to any particular opinion, it just wanted to invoke emo-
tion and nostalgia,” said Calemine.

Calemine’s book certainly fulfills this aim, with a full col-
lection of old-fashioned photographs that he shot over many 
decades. “I decided to have all the photos on the righthand 
side of the page, so that was the first thing the reader saw,” 
said Calemine. He invites the reader to come on a journey 
along the South’s old highway, from rustic coast and swamps 
through the rural glory of the plains to the majesty of the Ap-
palachians. And the journey is certainly worth it! 

➞

1. The Columbia Theater
Harlem, Georgia. The Columbia Theater 
opened on August 11, 1949. Harlem was 
a railroad town and a suburb of nearby 
Augusta–James Brown territory. The theater 
closed in 1963. Renovation plans began 
in 2005. Harlem is the birthplace of Oliver 
Hardy from the iconic comedy duo Laurel & 
Hardy. The painted mural on the side of the 
theater celebrates the town’s most famous 
son as does the annual Harlem Oliver Hardy 
Festival. 

2. Georgia Girl Drive-In
An old favorite of mine. On the corner of E. 
17th Street and Bedell Avenue in Woodbine, 
Georgia. It’s crumbling away, and upon every 
revisit, something is missing. Davis and Lil-
lian White owned and operated this drive-in 
during its glory days of the 1960s. One of my 
most recent photographs in this collection 
under heavy clouds that reveal surgical 
details of the soulful signage.

3. Johnny Cash Truck
This classic 1946 truck captures a piece of 
history. The cultural significance of the Andy 
Griffith show and the Man in Black owning 
this relic holds weight. According to the 
hand-painted sign (notice the misspelling) 
this truck was also used in the 1983 film 
Murder in Coweta County. 

4. The Adam Strain Building
This is one of the only two buildings that 
survived Union troops burning of Darien, 
a fishing town about forty miles south of 
Savannah in 1863. Built in the early 1800s, St. 
Simons and Darien were strategic hotspots 
during the American colonial period. This 
building is undergoing a restoration since it 
was deemed in peril by the Georgia Trust for 
Historic Preservation. 

5. Altamaha Apiaries
Everyone loves to take a picture of this build-
ing. I admire the brick facade and the clay 
barrel tile roof, which is partially caved in and 
overgrown with moss, vines and seedlings 
from nearby trees. Built in the early 1900s 
on Highway 341 it was a post office and a 
general store before it was an apiary. I want 
to stop every time I pass it, and wander 
around the site to investigate what changes 
have occurred since my last visit. In the back 
of the building some old beehive boxes lie 
scattered across the grass. 

6. Golden Ray Graveyard
Photographed from a friend’s boat, the Gold-
en Ray wreckage. A bizarre, dystopian scene. 
If you look you can see BMWs dangling 
on this section of the freighter. St. Simons 
inhabitants were evacuated for a hurricane 
the week before this shipwreck occurred 
in September 2019. Two days after we were 
allowed back on the island this maritime 
blunder transpired. It took two years to cut 
up and remove the 696 foot long cargo ship 
that lay prone on a sandbar next to the ship-
ping channel. Ironically, heavy gauge anchor 
chain available, a tool normally used to 
secure ships, was used by the salvage team 
to slice the Golden Ray into eight sections. 
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